
Financial Aid Options at Ruth Washburn  
Ruth Washburn Financial Aid-All Ruth Washburn Families are eligible to apply 
The purpose of the financial aid program is to enable a student of any background to attend the school who might 
otherwise be unable to attend because of financial limitations. 

Financial need is the primary criteria for the selection of financial aid recipients. We use 300% of the federal poverty 
level as the highest amount a family can make and still qualify for aid. Please see the chart below for maximum 
income amounts to qualify through financial need.   

Adults and children in household maximum income to apply 

2 $49,380  
3 $62,340  
4 $75,300  
5 $88,260  
6 $101,220  
7 $114,180  

 
If you have specific questions regarding your circumstances, please call the director (Jen) at 636-3084.  Other 
considerations may be made in allocating aid among those families with demonstrable financial need. In order of 
decreasing priority, aid should be allocated to: 

• School families: As a cooperative nursery school, we are serving families with young children. We want all 
children in a family to have an equal opportunity to attend our school if the family has limited resources. 

• Minority families: One goal of the school is to have a broader racial and ethnic population. The availability of 
financial aid is one component that can be used to realize that goal. 

• Children with special needs: The enrollment of children with special needs, within our ability to provide for their 
needs, is a valuable goal for our school. 

A three-person committee of alumni parents will review all applications for aid and determine the amount of aid to be 
granted. Families will be notified of final decisions within one month of the application deadline. The review process will 
be confidential and anonymous. 

In order to offer aid to as many families as possible, financial aid generally does not exceed 50% of tuition costs, 
however the financial aid committee has the power to award an amount that is higher than 50% if deemed appropriate. 
Every financial aid family is required to pay the balance of tuition for their child/children. 

Colorado Preschool Program-Families residing in District 11 are eligible to apply 
The Colorado Preschool Program was established by the Colorado General Assembly to provide tuition funds for families 
in need. Ruth Washburn has community tuition-free spots available each year for families who qualify. Qualifying criteria 
include, but are not limited to:  

Significant financial hardship 
Premature birth  

Overseas deployment 
Frequent relocations by family 

Traumatic events in child’s life 
Language or social concerns 

 
Eligibility requirements vary depending on age. Families of three year old applicants must qualify in multiple areas. 
Students must turn 3 or 4 years of age by October 1 to be eligible for the program. Children who are 5 before October 1 
do not qualify for this program.  
The availability of preschool slots supported by CPP is subject to the Colorado legislative budget process, which 
determines the number of students who can receive funds each year. We will not be notified about who actually has a 
spot until May.  

Students who receive a fee/tuition free spot will also be assessed by the trained classroom teacher three times per year 
using the Teaching Strategies Gold assessment system. This assessment is required by both the State of Colorado and 
Colorado Springs School District 11 as part of the contract we sign with them. This assessment helps to insure that all 
preschool students in the state of Colorado are receiving quality education. 



Financial Aid Worksheet 
Fill out COMPLETELY. Incomplete applications will not be considered. Financial aid will be confidential and carry no 
special requirements other than those shared by the general membership. Financial aid is, however, contingent upon 
the child(ren) attending at least 90% of the scheduled class days for the school year. The financial aid will not be reduced 
or withdrawn during the school year unless the child(ren) is/are withdrawn from school. Willful neglect of the member’s 
co-op responsibilities could be the basis for reduction or rejection of financial aid in the current or subsequent years. 

• Family Name (This will be blacked out before it is given to committee)___________________________
• Net Annual Income (how much do you bring home annually)____________________________
• How many adults in household?_____________
• How many children under age 18 in household?____________
• How many children are attending Ruth Washburn next school year?____________
• Classes child(ren) will be attending next  school year ____________        ____________ ____________
• Did you receive Financial Aid from RW last year?_____________________if so, how much?_________________
• Do you reside in District 11(If you are unsure call Ruth Washburn)?__________.
• If so, have you applied for CPP funding (this is required unless your child is under age 3 or over age 5) ?_______
• Please check all community resources your family is currently utilizing?

__TANF
__Food Stamps

__Medicaid, CHP+ 
__WIC 

• How much do you feel you are able to pay per month (over 11 months) toward tuition?____________
• Are you able to pay the registration fee?______________
• Do you need financial aid help for the entire school year or only part?_________ How long if only part?_______
• Describe any unusual or pertinent family circumstances that you feel should be part of this application. This

statement is an important part of the application and should not be left blank. Attach pages as necessary.
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

• Describe any unusual or pertinent financial circumstances that you feel should be part of this application. This
statement is an important part of the application and should not be left blank. Attach pages as necessary.
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Attach COPIES of the following documents to this application. Your name will be blacked out before it is given to the 
committee. You will not receive these copies back so do not attach originals! 

 Copy of your full Federal taxes from the past year, including all schedules and all pages. If you have not filed taxes this
year, attach last year’s taxes and submit this year’s as soon as they are complete. 

 Copy of W2s and all other supporting documentation for filing taxes last year.
 Copy of your most recent pay stub that would show year-to-date earnings.
 Proof of community resources checked above (TANF, Food Stamps, WIC, etc.)
 Child Support or Spousal Support documents if applicable.

I attest that this application is true and correct. I understand that once an award has been made, I will be responsible for 
the remainder of the tuition to be paid over 12 months.  

_____________________________________________________ _______________________ 
Signature Date 

Please fill out and return by April 1, 
ONLY if applying for financial aid.  
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